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The Guru granted Bhai Ladha's request and, com-
mending his self-devotion, took the opportunity of
expatiating on the merits of philanthropy : ' The
best devotion is the remembrance of the TruQ
Name; the best act is philanthropy: without both
of these accursed is man's human birth. He merely
vegetateth and heedeth not what is best for him.
He is a beast without a tail or horn, and vain is his
advent into the world. At the last moment the
myrmidons of Death shall firmly seize him, and he
shall depart grieving with empty hands. Almsgifts,
penance, and sacrifices are not equal to philanthropy.
Of the various sins that man commits none is worse
than selfishness/

When the rebeck-players came, they fell at the
Guru's feet, but they were too much abashed to lift
their eyes to his. He put rebecks into their hands,
and ordered them to sing with the same mouths
and to the same instruments the praises of Guru
Nanak whom they had reviled. They then com-
posed and sang in Guru Nanak and Guru Angad's
praises five pauris in the Ramkali ki War, which,
when completed by three pauris more, Guru Arjan
subsequently included in the Granth Sahib.1 The
composition is known among the Sikhs as the Coro-

1 In this narrative we have followed Bhai Dhiyan Singh Gyani, grand-
uncle of Bhai Sardul Singh Gyani. Bhai Santokh Singh states that
the above composition was written in the time of Guru Arjan. This
receives some support from Gur Das also. He makes ' Bhai Ladha
parupkari/ who interceded with Guru Angad for Balwand and Satta,
live in the time of Guru Arjan. It does not, however, follow that
Bhai Ladha did not live in the time of Guru Angad also. The
statement that the circumstance occurred in the time of Guru Arjan is
totally negatived by the internal evidence of the composition itself, if it
be carefully examined. It was written by the minstrel Balwand to
make his peace with Guru Angad. Satta afterwards, as we shall see,
added three pauris to it in the time of Guru Arjan when the apotheosis
of the Guru had become complete. The pauris were added with the
intention of making a complete panegyric on the Gurus up to the time
of Guru Arjan, and obtaining for the ode the honour of insertion in
the Granth Sahib.